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| Sparks 


ADMITTEDLY, the first annual 
banquet of the Automotive Council 
for War Production, under which 
title the Automotive Manufacturers 
Assn. is carrying on for the dura- 
tion, was another triumph for 
George Romney, its managing di- 
rector, for critics declare it was 
the greatest association dinner ever 
held in the U. S., if not the world. 

For the first time in my knowl- 
edge there foregathered not only 
the leading executives of the motor 
vehicle manufacturers, but the 
brass hattery of the brother indus- 
tries, the parts and accessories 
folk, brought together to hear 
Donald Nelson praise them for 
their war production efforts. “A 
tremendous job—one-sixth of 
our domestic war program,” the 
chairman of the War Production 
Board declared. . 

* 





BUT TO THOSE of us who were 
listening, the Nelson accolade of 
Bill Knudsen, who resigned as 
president of General Motors to 
become a $1-a-year man at Wash- 
ington, the man who blueprinted 
this gigantic job which Nelson now 
is carrying on, was most appre- 
ciated. It was a _broadminded 
acknowledgment on the part of 
the speaker of Knudsen’s untiring 
efforts, past and present, in pre- 
paring the defense of his adopted 
country. My only criticism is that 
the citation was not a part of the 
prepared speech of the WPB's 
chairman—it did not get the na- 
tional publicity it deserved. It 
ought to be engrossed on the 
records for the benefit of the 
Knudsen posterity. i 


SITTING AT the speaker's table 
was Lieut.-Gen. William S. Knud- 
sen in uniform, just a few seats 
away from Nelson, and it must 
have been music to his ears as it 
was to ours to hear his successor 
say: 

“Now in closing, I just want to 
pay a tribute and express my great, 
great gratitude, my deep debt of 
gratitude, for the part a great 
Detroiter has played in production. 
I mean Bill Knudsen. (Whereupon, 
the general blushed at the vocifer- 
ous and continued applause of his 
fellow citizens.) It has been my 
privilege and my pleasure to work 
closely with him. I can tell you 
truthfully that there never was a 
more patriotic, loyal American 
citizen than Bill Knudsen. And I 
am here to say to you publicly that 
the productive results we have 
gotten today have come from the 
good, hard commonsense work that 
Bill Knudsen put into the produc- 
tion program for 18 months before 
I came on the job.” 


ALSO MOST gratifying were the 
Nelson remarks that the automo- 
tive industry had contracts for 
more than eight billion dollars 
worth of war goods by the end of 
April, 1942, of which more than five 
billions of this total was placed 
after Pearl Harbor. one 

“Yet that is little more than a 
beginning,” the man from Wash- 
ington said. “When peak rates of 
production are reached under pres- 
ent plans, this industry of yours 
will be producing war goods at the 
rate of approximately 12 billion 
dollars a year. This is three times 
as large as the industry’s estimated 
1941 sales of four billions. 

“T think everyone connected with 
the automotive industry is entitled 
to feel a great deal of honest pride 
in the fact that such great reliance 
can be placed upon this industry 


in this time of national peril.” 
—Curis SINSABAUGH 
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AvtTomorivs Nsws, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
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will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and adver- 
tising as heretofore. 
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Castles Elected President of NADA 


Sommers Resigns Because of Extra Duties as OPA Regional Director; 
Senate Told Little Rubber Needed to Keep Present Tires Going; 
Only 32,300 Tons of Synthetic in ’42, Nelson Says 


Dave Castles, veteran treasurer of 

Castles Succeeds National Automobile Dealers Assn., 

Sommers as_ was elected NADA president at a board 

NADA President of directors meeting Thursday in 

Cincinnati. Castles, Buick dealer in 

St. Louis, succeeds Harry Sommers, Chrysler distributor in 

Atlanta, who resigned because of the press of duties as 

OPA regional director for seven Southeastern states. His 
resignation had been rumored for some time. 

NADA directors refused the resignations of Herman 
Goodin, first vice-president, now a major in Army ordnance, 
and of Ralph Bonney, of Portland, Me., secretary. Bonney 
recently closed his dealership in Portland, but still retains 
an interest in another dealership. 

Senator Taft of Ohio told the directors that he is 
opposed to Senator Reynold’s automobile-seizure bill intro- 
duced in the Senate last week. He cited the need for 
keeping a large number of cars running to maintain the 
nation’s well-being, as well as war production. 

Plans were discussed by the board for setting up a 
separate corporation to handle the NADA Used Car Guide 
activities, to avoid heavy taxation, and favorable action 
was indicated. NADA’s Rubber committee reported on 
the rubber situation. 

xk * 


Reports on the rubber situation ran 
Rubber Situation hot and cold last week, with these 
Reports Run results: Commerce Secretary Jesse 
Hot and Cold Jones relayed to a Senate committee a 
rubber industry statement that “with 
a minimum amount of natural rubber and a modest amount 
of scrap, existing tires can, with careful driving and 
constant attention, be kept going for two years or longer.” 
Jones mentioned Thiokol retreads, a new material called 
“Flexon’’ made from oil derivatives, and butyl rubber. 
More “hot” news came in a New York News-Washington 
Times-Herald story which declared that the tire and rubber 
industry is “all set to inform the government and the 
nation that the rubber shortage is a myth.” The “official 
blow-off” is scheduled for next week, the story said, when 
an exhibition will be conducted in Washington by the major 
rubber companies at which they will present charts to 
indicate there is no need to ration tires to conserve rubber. 
“The country is in a position to furnish tires to civilian 
users, even straight pleasure drivers, without hampering 
the military effort in any way, the rubber men will 
demonstrate,” according to the article. 


Another optimistic report came from 
W. S. Farish, president of Standard Oil 
of New Jersey, who told congressmen 
that new synthetic rubber processes 
(“Flexon” and a “quick butadiene” 
process) would enable the nation to produce an extra 


Farish Sees 
Extra Output 
Of Synthetic 


News in Brief 


with local rationing and war 
price boards. 


Border Removed 
WASHINGTON.—In an 


amendment filed last week by 
OPA the 50-mile border zone, in 
which gasoline sales were to be 
restricted, is removed from the 
East’s new gasoline rationing 
plan. OPA announced that an 
alternative plan to meet the 
border problem is being de- 
veloped and will be announced 
before the new plan goes into 
effect July 22. 


Tire Inventory 
WASHINGTON.—Tire dealers 
Thursday were granted a 10-day 
extension of time—until July 25 
—for filing inventory reports 


‘Little Steel’ Raise 


WASHINGTON. — War Labor 
Board is expected to allow a 
44-cents-a-day wage increase for 
“Little Steel” workers, but at 
press time Thursday no an- 
nouncement had been made. The 
decision, which also gives the 
CIO a maintenance of member- 
ship clause, company checkoff 
of dues and a minimum daily 
wage guarantee but denies the 
union’s demand for $1-a-day pay 
boost, is considered far-reaching 
inasmuch as other steel compa- 
nies and automotive firms have 
similar disputes before WLB. 








Washington’s Tower 
Of Babel .... 


Instead of learning a lesson from previous experi- 
ences, government officials continue to befuddle the 
public’s mind with scare stories on tire seizure, car 
confiscation, etc. The net result, discounting the 
doubtful political advantages, is that: 

1 Motorists promptly drop any conservation ideas 
they may have; give ’er the gas in an effort to get 
all the mileage they can before losing their cars. 

Essential, as well as non-essential, workers put off 

buying necessary transportation; delay having 
cars placed in proper running condition. 

3 Car dealers get another slap in the face; find 
themselves unable to sell either their deteriorating 

new cars or used cars. 

4 Service establishments, upon which the nation 
must depend to keep its transportation system 

operating, are kept in a state of continual business panic. 

By virtue of the War Powers act, enacted March 20, 
the President already has the “power to requisition 
property required for the defense of the United States.” 
Therefore, there is no rhyme or reason—except possibly 
political aggrandizement—for Senator Reynold’s car- 
seizure bill introduced last week in the Senate. 

We can see no benefits accruing from such action, 
except more confusion heaped on more confusion. 
Furthermore, under provisions of the Murray-Patman 
act, the government may find itself forced to purchase 
in 1943 a vast number of unrationed new cars which 
dealers could not sell because of irresponsible mouthings. 
























200,000 tons of rubber next year, part of which might 
go to civilians. 

A. L. Viles, president of Rubber Manufacturers Assn., 
announced that the industry is preparing a program to 
cope with the rubber shortage which it “hopes may help in 
keeping essential war materials and war workers on the 
highways.” The plan is not yet completed, Viles said, and 
does not permit pleasure driving. Even for essential mo- 
toring, low speeds and continuous tire care, are called for. 

x * * 


In the meantime, WPB Chief Donald 
Nelson told the Senate committee that 
the U. S. would produce 32,300 long 
tons of synthetic rubber this year and 
338,000 tons in 1943, emphasizing that 
none would be available for so-called pleasure driving. He 
said that a scarcity of critical materials for plant construc- 
tion, rather than a lack of available processes, is the limit- 
ing factor in the government’s rubber-production program. 


Nelson testified that a total of 9,400 long tons of 
synthetic rubber of all types were produced in the first half 
of 1942, and that the WPB’s objective is 22,900 tons in the 
second half of this year, 338,000 in 1943 and more than 
600,000 tons in 1944. He outlined in detail the synthetic 
program, which calls for an ultimate synthetic capacity of 
800,000 tons a year, of which 200,000 tons will be 
manufactured from alcohol with a large part of the alcohol 
to be made from farm products. 


Of the remaining 600,000 tons, 100,000 tons will be 
made from neoprene, an oil and gasoline resistant rubber 
used for self-sealing aircraft fuel tanks, the manufacturing 
process of which is controlled by the duPont interests. 
The balance of the program is to be assigned to 

(Continued on Page 4, Column 4) 


32,300 Tons 
Of Synthetic 
Due in 1942 
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Dealer Mortality 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, JULY 20, 1942 


Inadequate Storage 
Perils New Cars 


Low 


In Chicago Area 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 

CHICAGO.—The war is curtail- 
ing the number of new car dealers 
in this area, it is shown in a re- 
port by the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn., but the decline is not 
nearly so sharp as had been 
anticipated. 

The report discloses that during 
the second quarter of this year, 
the number of dealerships and re- 
tail branches in Cook County was 
fewer by only 17 than in the previ- 
ous three months, during which 21 
went out of the new car business, 
making a total mortality since 
Jan. 1 of 38. 

On July 1, there were 426 retail 
outlets, as against 464 on Jan. 1 
of this year, 482 on July 1, 1941, 
and an all-time high of 503 on 
Jan. 1, 1941. 

Included among those outlets 
discontinued were five distributor 
and dealer branches. 

The number still operating by 
makes of cars is: Buick, 33; Cadil- 
lac, 11; Chevrolet, 49; Chrysler, 32; 


Wooden ‘Tires’ 
Used by Twin 
Cities Papers 


MINNEAPOLIS.—Wooden “tires” 
developed by the Twin Cities news- 
paper service are now being used 
on delivery trucks. 

Originator of the idea, the news- 
paper service has applied for pat- 
ents on the new style wooden 
“tire,” which, it is claimed, makes 
the trucks steer more readily, 
although they are noisier than 
rubber tires in motion. 

Trucks equipped with the wood- 
en tires “can be driven no faster 
than 15 miles an hour, but, by 
using them, multiple deliveries to 
newsstands are possible, instead 
of the one delivery a day per- 
mitted under rules of the Office of 
Defense Transportation. 

The “tires” are composed of 36 
wooden blocks bolted together and 
held in place by an iron band. 


Workmens’ Compensation 


Rates Cut in Ohio 

COLUMBUS, O.—As a result of 
efforts of the Ohio Automobile 
Dealers Assn., E. I. Evans, actuary, 
The Industrial Commission of 
Ohio, has advised that’ the 
commission has’ reduced’ the 
workman’s compensation premium 
costs to the automobile dealers of 
Ohio from $1 to 90 cents for each 
$100 payroll cost. 

In the past five years dealers 
have paid $1,938,000 into the 
workmens compensation fund or 
$387,600 per year. With this 10 
percent reduction Ohio dealers 
will save approximately $39,000 
per year. 


Britain’s Roads Denuded 


Of Private Cars 
LONDON.—(UTPS By Air)— 
Since July 1 there have been fewer 
private cars on the road than for 
almost quarter of a century. When 
the basic gasoline ration ceased, 
non-essential motoring virtually 
came to’ an end, although those 
who saved gasoline are still allowed 
to use it until the end of July. 


Today’s Thought 


As usual, gyps are taking full 
advantage of wartime condi- 
tions, with the result that mo- 
torists are feeling the sting. 
Dealers can perform a real serv- 
ice by giving their customers 
the benefit of experience and 
knowledge. 

Typical of the items are sev- 
eral lockable gasoline filler caps, 
which make no provision for 
air-venting the tank. By check- 
ing the filler caps of their cus- 
tomers’ cars—and drilling a 
small hole through the cap if 
there’s no air vent—dealers will 
save their customers consider- 
able trouble and at the same 
time build extra goodwill. 


De Soto, 30; Dodge, 34; Ford, 54; 
Hudson, 32; Lincoln-Zephyr, 38; 
Mercury, 46; Nash, 34; Oldsmo- 
bile, 35; Packard, 17; Plymouth, 
93; Pontiac, 32; Studebaker, 25; 
and Willys, 12. 

Commenting upon the figures 
presented, the association states: 

“Based on an average of 444 
dealers for the first half of 1942, 
the mortality was 8.5 percent 
compared to 5.1 percent for the 
same period in 1941. This new 
car dealer mortality is low, all 
things considered, yet it should be 
taken with a couple grains of salt. 
As a Statistical figure, it does not 
take into account that there are 
at least a number of dealers who, 
while maintaining a franchise, are 
for all intents and purposes no 
longer in the new motor vehicle 
business and who are hovering 
on the brink of leaving the busi- 
ness entirely.” 

Among the reasons. holding 
dealers on the job are their con- 
fidence in the potentialities of the 
used car and service business, 
plus a realization that if they 
drop out, other dealers will get 
that much more of the volume. 

CATA makes known that many 
dealers here “are still in the black 
through hard work, overhauling 
of their business, and heavily in- 
creased attention to service work.” 

Further comments on the out- 
look for Chicago area dealers are: 

“Up to July 8, the used car mar- 
ket in the Chicago area had im- 
proved substantially, with higher 
and low-priced used cars moving 
at fairly satisfactory prices. Sev- 
eral dealers report that wholesale 
used car buyers from other parts 
of the country were paying high 
wholesale prices. 

“Service work 
reasonably well. 

“New car business is still be- 
low the quota, and the need for 
more applicants is great. 

“Prospects for the next couple 
of months are still fair, but depend 
on the rubber situation and 
threats of inflation. 

“Dealers should keep contacting 
their congressmen, urging them 
to keep pushing the synthetic rub- 
ber program, to do everything pos- 
sible to prevent price rises, and to 
keep price controls effective, since 
with sharply limited income dealers 
will be in a serious position should 
price laws break down.” 

Praise is bestowed upon the 
“action taken by some motor ve- 
hicle manufacturers in ‘helping 
out their dealers in every possible 
way—through meetings, personal 
calls by various field men, bulle- 


is holding up 


.| tins, management assistance, etc.” 


“We know it is appreciated by 
dealers and will bear fruit in the 
postwar period,” the association 
points out. “The lack of action by 
some other manufacturers and 
their apparent unconcern with 
dealers and their problems is most 
unfortunate and will also probably 
bear fruit in the postwar period, 
but of a different kind.” 


Canadian Dealers Seek 


Insurance Licenses 


MONTREAL. — Attorney-Gen- 
eral Conant of Ontario said last 
week that an application of the 
Ontario Federation of Automo- 
bile Dealers’ Assns. of Canada 
to license car dealers to transact 
automobile insurance business, 
will be considered and will likely 
go to Premier Mitchell Hepburn 
and the Cabinet for final ruling 
as to policy. 

Conant, under whose direction 
the Ontario Department of In- 
surance operates, declined com- 
ment on the move which arose 
in a resolution passed by the 
Federation in convention in 
Toronto. It was stated, however, 
that the government has not 
approved of automobile dealers 
heretofore being licensed to 
write automobile insurance. 


Canada Sets Up 
Price Ceilings on 
New, Used Trucks 


MONTREAL. — Department . of 
Munitions and Supply announces 
a price ceiling for both new and 
used motor trucks has been estab- 
lished in all provinces of Canada. 


The order, issued by J. H. Berry, 
motor vehicle controller, estab- 
lishes the ceiling primarily on the 
prices of 1942 models. It is ap- 
proved by R. C. Berkinshaw, chair- 
man of the War Industries Control 
Board, and concurred in by Don- 
ald Gordon, chairman of the War- 
time Prices and Trade Board. 


For new trucks, the maximum 
retail delivered price must not be 
higher than the 1942 retail price at 
the factory, as approved by the 
motor vehicle’ controller, plus 
transportation charges to the 
dealer’s place of business and a 
charge of $35 for necessary serv- 
ices in preparing the vehicle for 
delivery. Allowance is also made 
for any accessory or option in 
addition to standard equipment, 
providing it is not higher than 
the 1941 retail price for such 
articles or option. 

The price ceiling for used trucks 
is based on a sliding scale for 
depreciation, depending on _ the 
length of time the truck has 
been in service. Transportation 
charges, however, are established 
on a uniform basis for each of 
the provinces and for different 
sections of Ontario. 


Where there is no truck of the 
1942 model of the same type and 
make as the truck being sold, the 
maximum price for a truck is cal- 
culated from the price of the most 
nearly similar 1942 model. 


Nall Wins Nomination 


DAVENPORT, Ia.—Vern W. Nall, 
Iowa city automobile dealer, won the 
democratic nomination for congress in 
the first district after a long and 
stormy district convention here last 
week. Deadlocked with a _  fellow- 
townsman, Mayor Henry F. Willen- 
brock of Iowa City, in the June 1 
primary, Nall forged through the dis- 
trict convention to mass a total of 
205% votes out of 242 votes cast. 


Larson Urges Appeals 


On Ration Turn-Downs 


By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 


BOSTON. Hubert Larson, 
OPA’s car rationing chief, told a 
meeting of the Massachusetts 
State Automobile Dealers Assn. 
that appeals from decisions of 
local boards, refusing to grant cer- 
tificates for new cars, were wel- 
comed by Washington officials. By 
getting appeals stating why motor- 
ists felt they were entitled to new 
cars, it aided in getting the trend 
of how people regarded rationing 
cars, he added. 

Dealers from all parts of New 
England attended the meeting. 
Larson said his job was to get in- 
formation about the situation in 
this state, where the quota of re- 
leases was lower than in some 
other sections of the country. 
There are many borderline cases, 
and he felt that they should be 
decided on a liberal basis. 


Motorists who buy new cars now 


will fare better than by waiting 
since costs will be higher, Larson 
said. That there are thousands 
of people entitled to such cars is 
evident, and the dealers and boards 
must make real efforts to see that 
they get them. At present he de- 
clared, OPA is asking the Army 
and Navy officials to make sur- 
veys to try to agree on how many 
new vehicles they will need so a 
comparison can be made on future 
potential quotas. 

Charles W. Bishop, counsel 
for National Automobile Dealers 
Assn.; Eldon Schoup, New Eng- 
land OPA director, and Henry 
Parkman, Massachusetts director, 
also spoke briefly. 

At a business meeting Harold 
Moye, of Quincy; V. M. Bostly, of 
Greenfield; E. C. Collopy, New 
Bedford, and John J. Cahill were 
elected to the board of directors 
of the state association. President 
Edward FitzHenry was named a 
director of NADA. 


WASHINGTON. — Approximately 
6,000 new automobiles, valued at 
$10,000,000, are fast becoming use- 
less today on lots or in garages of 
local dealers, because the govern- 
ment will not authorize immediate 
purchase of the cars. 

That, according to officials of the 
Washington Automotive Trade 
Assn., is the situation confronting 
American taxpayers who, under 
‘terms of the recently-enacted Mur- 
ray-Patman act, must shell out 
| $2,000,000 extra on July 1, 1943, to 
| defray the cost of allowing these 
cars to deteriorate. 

Robert L. Lewis, acting president 
of the association, would have the 
government buy immediately to re- 
lieve the dealers unable to provide 
adequate storage of the frozen 
1942 models. 

“The government has taken over 
most available warehouse facilities 
in the area, forcing car dealers to 
store the cars as best they can— 
bumper to bumper and fender to 
fender—on any space available,” 
Lewis pointed out. 

The Murray-Patman act specifies 
that the government buy the cars 
remaining in dealers hands by July 
1, 1943. The act says they shall pay 
the dealers full retail price, plus a 
1 percent per month “handling 
cost.” This, Lewis said, will mean 
an extra disbursement of $2,000,000, 
or several times the amount of 
interest they would be obliged to 
pay on money borrowed to buy 
the cars today. 

Unless an automobile in storage 
can be serviced regularly, Lewis 


Truck Releases 
2,736 in Week 


WASHINGTON. Automotive 
branch of WPB, during the week 
ended July 11, released 2,736 trucks, 
truck trailers and miscellaneous 
vehicles to civilians and to holders 
of Government Exemption Permits. 
A total of 152 light, 591 medium 
and 52 heavy trucks, 82 trailers| 
and 40 miscellaneous vehicles were 
released for civilian use, while 365 
light, 966 medium and 315 heavy 
trucks, 80 trailers and 93 miscel- 
laneous vehicles were released to 
holders of Government Exemption 
Permits, which include’ exports 
by private individuals. 

A total of 51,984 vehicles in all 
categories have been released for 
civilian and GEP use since the 
rationing program began. During 
this period civilians received 4,674 
light, 11,991 medium and 4,418 
heavy trucks, 3,003 trailers and 374 
miscellaneous vehicles, while GEP 
holders received 8,456 light, 11,472 
medium and 3,513 heavy trucks, 
1,010 trailers and 3,073 miscel- 
laneous vehicles. 


* * 


St. Louis Car Rationing 


Running Behind Quota 


ST. LOUIS.—New-car certificates 
issued by the St. Louis rationing 
board for the first two weeks of 
July total 53 against a quota of 135 
for the month. During the period 
June 1-27 a total of 122 were issued 
as against a quota of 243. 

In adjacent St. Louis county 20 
certificates were issued July 3-11 
against a quota of 48 for the month. 
During the period June 1-27 a total 
of 50 certificates were issued 
against a quota of 90. 


Dealer Gets Court Relief 


In Electric Sign Case 


MILWAUKEE.—A circuit court 
action brought by the Federal 
Electric Co., Inc., which claimed 
$23,828 for the installation and 
maintenance of electric signs for 
the Ruby Downtown Chevrolet, 
Inc., has been dismissed by stipula- 
tion. 

In its defense, the Ruby firm 
protested that its sale of automo- 
biles has been frozen “by act of 
God and the government.” Counsel 
for the electric company said in 
his stipulation that $22,000 had been 
paid. The automobile firm is to be 
allowed to keep the signs on its 
own building, but the electric com- 
pany is permitted to dismantle a 
large sign on the Wisconsin Tower. 


DIGEST EDITION 


pointed out, deterioration jn one 
year may run as high as 40 percent. 
Paint and tires wear out faster 
than is the case when a gar is 
being operated regularly. Batteries 
deteriorate and wheels go out of 
alignment. 

Lewis’ solution, boiled down, 
amounts to “let the government 
take what they want now, and let 
us dispose of the rest as quickly 
as possible.” 


Truckers Hit 
For Exceeding 


New Load Limiis 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Truck «ver- 
loading beyond the maximum al- 
lowed under wartime emerg:ncy 
regulations was condemned as un- 
patriotic in statements issued here 
by State Motor Police Comraiis- 
sioner Lynn G. Adams and the 
Safety committee of the State De- 
partment of Revenue. 

Referring to overloaded trucks 
as a safety menace and a threat 
to the highway transportation 
system, Adams asserted: 

“These violations must be 
stopped and the offenders punished 
before a lot of lives are lost and 
valuable equipment destroyed. The 
individual who takes unfair ad- 
pene lg P a war emergency is 

aying the game of th 
the Hun.” oe 

The Safety Committee cited the 
case of one overloaded trucker 
who claimed to be hauling war 
material, but was found to be car- 
rying hand lotion. 

Pointing out that Pennsylvania 
adjusted its regulations on truck 
weights as requested of the stz 
by the federal government, 
committee said: 

“Now we discover that our ef- 
forts to cooperate are being seri- 
ously hampered by careless trucl 
operators and contractors who are 
taking unfair advantage of the 
broad weight limits now permitted 
by the government by usurping 
virtually unlimited privileges in 
the amount of weight their ve- 
hicles are carrying over public 
highways.” 


St. Louis Closing Law 


Contested by Chain 

ST. LOUIS.—Efforts of the city 
administration to keep gasoline 
filling stations in St. Louis closed 
from 7 p.m. on week days, from 
9 p.m. on Saturday and 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, until 6 a.m. the following 
day, is being contested in the 
courts by Star Service Stations, 
operator of a chain of stations in 
St. Louis. The ordinance was 
sponsored by the Retail Petroleum 
Dealers of Greater St. Louis as a 
means of aiding in the conserva- 
tion of gasoline, rubber, electricity 
and equipment. 

More than 3,000 gasoline filling 
stations out of 10,000 in Missouri 
have been closed because their 
business has been ruined by auto- 
mobile tire rationing, according to 
ae Metzger, state inspector 

oils. 


Cush-O-Liner Production 


Boosted to Fill Demand 
; ATLANTA. — (UTPS)—Tests be- 
ing conducted with the “Cush-o- 
Liner,” new pad devised by the 
Southern Mills here to be placed 
between a worn tire and inner tube, 
indicate that this may be the 
cotton industry’s most outstanding 
contribution to the automobile 
indusry for the duration. 

In these tests, the shortest dis- 
tance operated has been 800 and 
the longest 3,000 miles with “Cush- 
o-Liners” without blowouts, and 
the original daily capacity of 600 
“Cush-o-Liners” of the Southern 
Mills has already been exceeded 
by growing demand. 


Hotel Repair Shop 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H.— (UTPS) — 
The Army Quartermasters corps has 
established a motor repair plant, 
with about 75 mechanics, in the 
stables, garages and servants’ quarters 
of the widely-known Hotel Wentwortb 

at New Castle. 
\, 
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_ dore Granik as special advisor to the 


“ploses of the International Har- 
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ODT Cancels 75% Load 
On Return Trips 


WASHINGTON.—ODT last week 
revised its Orders governing opera- 
tions of long haul trucks, fixed a 
40-mile-an-hour speed limit for 
them, and canceled a provision re- 
quiring trucks to be loaded to at 
least 75 percent of capacity on 
return trips. 

Effective Aug. 1, all trucks af- 
fected must carry a capacity load 
over “a considerable portion” of 
the trip out or the trip back. They 
may carry less than a capacity 
load, or travel empty, only if the 
driver, after exercising “due dili- 
gence” is unable to comply with 
the load requirements. 

ODT Said that “due diligence” 
ould include checking with in- 
‘-rmation offices which are being 
‘tablished in various cities to 
seep common carriers in touch 
with freight movement require- 
ments, or checking with other 
carriers individually in an effort 
to obtain a load. If no load can 
be found, the truck owner must 
offer his vehicle for lease to an- 
other carrier capable of using it. 

The 40-mile-an-hour speed limit 
was fixed “as a means of saving 
tires and prolonging the life of 
engines and running parts,” the 
announcement explained. 

in the original order, truck 
cap‘ ity will be determined by the 


















Hurvester Forms 
S: rvice Battalion 


Fir Armored Div. 


“+HICAGO.—A special mainten- 
,aicc battalion, composed of em- 


Vester Co., for service, with one of 
the United States Army’s armored 
divisions, has been completed, it is 
announced by Lieut. Col. D. L. 
Van Syckle, of the Army’s ord- 
nance department, and Fowler Mc- 
Cormick, president of the Har- 
“— company. 
he Harvester battali i 

composed of 859 ah Ta. 
pected that similar maintenance 
units will be formed from the em- 
Ployes of other similar large in- 
dustrial concerns. 

The Army requested the com- 
pany to form the battalion on June 
24, the company accepted the pro- 
posal and agreed to aid in the 
formation of the battalion on June 
26, enrollment was started on June 
29, and the enlistment quota was 
passed on July 6. Employes from 
Harvester’s general office, manu- 
facturing plants, sales branches, 
dealers, and from its dealer or- 
ganization are represented in the 
battalion’s personnel. Enrollees, 
who are selected by the Army for 
Service in the unit, will report to 
= nearest Army reception center 
and enter active duty July 15. 
The unit will receive Eeais leider 
ing at Camp Perry, O., after which 
it will be ready for field service. 

Official name of the battalion 
will be “Twelfth Ordnance Main- 
tenance Battalion, Armored Divi- 
sion, Army of the United States.” 
Organization and direction of the 
enlistment campaign among em- 
ployes was in charge of F. M. 
Peckels, of Harvester’s sales de- 
partment, in cooperation with 
Lieut. Col. Van Syckle. 


New Suspension Mounts 


Set for Plane Engines 

AKRON.—Employing rubber in 
somewhat the same manner it is 
used to cushion automobile motors, 
engineers of the Goodyear Aircraft 
Corp. have disclosed development 
of a radically new type of suspen- 
sion mount for airplane engines. 

They said the new mounts offer 
distinct advantages over previous 
types. Several types of suspension 
mounts, all using standard suspen- 
sion rings with which engines and 
engine nacelles are equipped at 
present, were developed. They are 
adapted to varying engine weights 
and horsepower. 


Granik Aids Nelson 


WASHINGTON.—Donald M. Nelson, 
chairman of the War Production Board, 
announces the appointment of Theo- 


chairman. Granik, a New York and 


Washington attorney, was director of 
the American Forum of the Air. 


* i 


load-carrying ability of the tires, 
less the weight of the truck. No 
truck will be required to perform 
a service which is beyond its trans- 
portation capacity or which is not 
authorized or sanctioned by law, 
ODT emphasized. 


Further, no truck affected must 
be loaded to the point where its 


gross weight will exceed the safe 


capacity of any bridge or other 
structure on its route, as deter- 
mined by state or local regulations, 
or the maximum gross weight 
limitations of any state in which 
the truck is operated. 


The restrictions do not apply to 
tank trucks or any trucks “con- 
trolled and operated by any per- 
son or persons principally engaged 
in farming, when used in the 
transportation of agricultural com- 
modities and products. thereof, 
from a farm or farms, or in the 
transportation of farm supplies to 
a farm or farms.” 


U. S. Promises Action 


On All Barriers 


DETROIT.—Fredrick C. 
Horner, chief of the Highway 
Transportation division, U. S. 
War department, and author of 
the 300-mile truck operation 
limitation plan, speaking before 
the Michigan Trucking Assn. 
Tuesday night at the Statler 


Hotel here, emphasized the re- 
sponsibility which the War de- 
partment feels toward removing 
all barriers which hinder effi- 


cient and economic truck trans- 
portation during wartime. 

Addressing approximately 500 
Midwest truckers at their an- 
nual banquet, Horner said: “If 
any truck operator in this area, 
or in the nation, who has 
brought to his attention any 
condition or regulation that is 
interfering with the judicious 
use of trucking, will bring the 
condition to my attention, I 
promise you that we will do 
everything in our power to re- 
move the obstacle.” 
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SAE Sets Technical Sessions 
On War Problems 


NEW YORK.—A series of tech- 
nical meetings designed to concen- 
trate engineering talent on num- 
erous problems related to the de- 


sign and manufacture, operation | 


and maintenance of mechanized 
war equipment, has been sched- 
uled by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 

The sessions, set for 
Angeles, Detroit and New York 


for the convenience of engineers | 


and to relieve transportation fa- 
cilities, will augment the hundreds 
of committee meetings continually 
being held by the SAE to facilitate 
the cooperation of automotive 
engineers with governmental and 
military agencies in essential 
war work. 

A West Coast transportation 
and maintenance meeting, to be 
held in the Biltmore hotel at Los 
Angeles Aug. 20-22, will be con- 
cerned particularly with the main- 
tenance of motorized equipment. 
The society's national aircraft and 
production meeting and aircraft 
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| engineering display will be held 
| Oct. 1-3, also in the Biltmore hotel 
‘at Los Angeles. Subjects to be 
| discussed include aircraft engine 
| performance, oil coolers, various 
types of welding, operation and 
maintenance of aircraft in foreign 
fields, and plywood and plastic 
construction. Exhibits of and re- 
ports on captured Japanese and 
Nazi planes, engines, parts, and 
accessories will familiarize Ameri- 
can engineers with enemy engi- 
neering practice. 

A national fuels and lubricants 
meeting has been called for Oct. 
22-23 in the Tulsa hotel at Tulsa, 
Okla. Both technical and general 
sessions will be held. 

The society will hold a War 
Production - Engineering meeting 
and engineering display in the 
Book-Cadillac hotel at Detroit, 
Jan. 11-15, 1943, replacing its 1943 
annual meeting with this special- 
ized war event. Development of 
the program is now in the forma- 
tive stage. 





Advertisers—See what you buy! 


Candid camera-like views of readers, publishers’ selling methods and dis- 
tribution of publications help space buyers protect advertising investments. 


‘Ee careful space buyers an A.B.C. circulation report 
is like a set of action photographs. Figuratively, 
every paragraph is a picture of the facts and methods 
that have a bearing on the value of the circulation to 


help of A.B.C. reports: 


the advertisers’ business. 


Here is some of the information that the buyer of 
business paper advertising is able to visualize with the 


In Paragraph 8 he sees a picture of an interested au- 
dience—the total paid circulation. Paragraph 10 shows 


the circulation was obtained. Paragraph 21 shows the 


subscribers who are in arrears. 


Subscribers who renew 


their subscriptions are seen in Paragraph 22. These are 
only the high spots in the complete circulation picture 
that is presented in every A.B.C. report. 


In these reports the buyer ofadvertising also visualizes 
the experienced A.B.C. auditors making a thorough, 
annual check of publisher’s circulation records, the ad- 
vertiser’s assurance that he will get what he pays for. 
Apply media to markets accurately and economically 


the same audience in groups classi- 
fied by business or occupation. By 
means of Paragraph 11, the adver- 
tiser sees the circulation by States or 
Provinces and is thus able to check 
the distribution of his sales message 
with his markets. Paragraphs 15, 16 
and 17 give a picture of the publi- 
cation’s sales methods and show how 


SEND THE RIGHT MESSAGE 
TO THE RIGHT PEOPLE 
Paid subscriptions and renewals, as 


defined by A.B.C. standards, indicate 
a reader audience that has responded 


to a publication’s editorial appeal. 
With the interests of readers thus 
identified, it becomes possible to 
reach specialized groups effectively 
with specialized advertising appeals. 





and protect advertising investments 
by using this up-to-date and see- 
what-you-buy method of media se- 
lection. 

This business paper is a member 
of the AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCU- 
LATIONS. Ask for a picture of our 
circulation as shown by our latest 
A.B.C. report. 


Autowotiue News 


Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 


Ask for a copy of our latest A. B. C. repor* 


A. B. C.= AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS=FACTS AS A MEASURE OF CIRCULATION VALUES 
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OPA Rules for Halting 
Abuse of Tires 


DETROIT.—Steps to save rubber, 
now being wasted by ignorance of 
tire care and by deliberate abuse 
and neglect, are being taken by OPA. 

Inspectors who examine tires as 
a part of the procedure followed by 
applicants for rationing certificates, 
have been given a set of instruc- 
tions to help them in determining 
when a tire is repairable and re- 
cappable and when it has been 
neglected or abused. 

This action is intended to give 
force to a provision in the tire 


Used Car Sales 
Show Upturn 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Used car 
sales for June, as reported by the 
dealer-members of the San An- 


tonio Automobile Trade _ Assn., 
showed a marked improvement 
over those for the _ preceding 


month, 612 units having been sold 
against 471 for May. 

The report shows 900 cars on 
hand at the start of the month 
with sales totaling 612, for a unit 
turnover of 8 percent against 49 
percent for May, and a total value 
of $283,952, a turnover value of 78 
percent against 49 percent, and 


rationing regulations that permits 
local War Price and Rationing 
boards to refuse tires to any who 
have abused those they already 
have or who have driven them be- 
yond the point where recapping 
is practical. 

Spot checks by tire experts have 
shown that overloading, underin- 
flating, bad braking or poor wheel 
alignment has made scrap rubber 
of many a tire that, except for 
these abuses, could have been 
rescued for further useful life by 
application of only a fraction of its 
weight in recapping material. 

Local boards, in their discretion, 
may refuse to grant certificates to 
applicants when the _ inspector’s 
report shows: 

1. The tires to be replaced have 
been run beyond the point where 
they can be repaired or recapped. 
(Specifications have been drafted 
to determine what that point is.) 

2. Tread plies have become 
separated due to overloading, neg- 
lect in keeping tires properly in- 
flated, or operation at high speeds. 

3. The casing has been damaged 
by running flat. 

4, Dual tires have been 
properly matched. 

5. Wheels are out of alignment. 

6. The tire has been damaged by 
uneven braking. 

7. Spotty wear indicating that the 


im- 


an average value of 464 against | tire has been run on a bent rim. 


$409. There were 857 cars on hand 
at the end of the month, having 
a total value of $327,428, and an 
average value of 382 against $404 
for May. 

Sales for June, 1941, totaled 
1,961 units for a unit turnover of 
109 percent, a total value of $605,- 
883, a turnover value of $309, 
with 1,798 cars on hand at the 
end of the month with a total 
value of $602,914 and an average 
value of $335. 


Parts Makers Committee 


To Advise Berry 

MONTREAL.—Appointment of a 
motor vehicle automotive parts 
manufacturers advisory committee 
to cooperate with J. H. Berry, 
motor vehicle controller, is an- 
nounced by the Department of 
Munitions and Supply. 

Chairman of the committee is 
J. C. Armer, chairman, Automotive 
Parts Manufacturers’ Section, 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Assn. 
Other members are R. M. Thomas, 
chairman, Automotive Replacement 
Parts Division, Automotive Parts 
Manufacturers Section, Canadian 
Manufacturers’ Assn.; J. C. Adams, 
chairman, National Distributors’ 
Assn., and C. C. Kay, president, 
Canadian Automotive Wholesalers’ 
Assn. 


Mass. Solves Problem 


On Guest Insurance 

BOSTON.—Gov. Leverett Sal- 
tonstall has helped increase the 
efficiency of transportation of 
workers in defense plants in this 
state by using his war powers to 
authorize insurance companies to 
provide free guest insurance for 
the employes. 

Since Gov. Saltonstall issued 
his proclamation, it has relieved 
the minds of many workers and 
now many more employes are 
riding back and forth in cars 
owned by friends. 


SSS SSS Ss sss SSS 
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ODT Still Studying 
o 2 « 

Weight Limits 

WASHINGTON.—Joseph B. East- 
man, director of the Office of De- 
fense Transportation, has written 
the governors of the states with 
reference to state weight limita- 
tions on trucks in connection with 


efficient use of motor transporta- 
tion in the war effort. 


Because the states have “com- 
plied in good faith” with earlier 
requests of federal war agencies 
with respect to size and weight 
limitations, ODT truck conserva- 
tion orders will be adjusted so as 
not to conflict with present state 
regulations, Eastman informed the 
governors. 


However, ODT is planning a 
study to determine to what extent 
state weight limitations on trucks 
are hampering efficient use of 
motor transport equipment, he said. 


Obituaries— 


, . Lieut. Connie G. Stathas 
GREEN BAY, Wis.—Lieut. Connie 
G. Stathas, 27, died as the result of 
injuries received July 12 in the crash 
of an Army jeep and a taxicab near 
Camp Sutton, N. C. Up to the time 
of his entrance into the service a 
month ago, Lieut. Stathas was _ trea- 
surer and sales manager of the Brown 
County Motors here. He was a mem- 
ber of the 301st Ordnance regiment, a 
newly formed army unit in charge of 
the repair and maintenance of motor- 
ized equipment. 


James W. Anderson sr. 
DETROIT.—Services were held Fri- 
day for James Walker Anderson sr., 
founder of Monarch Governor Co., who 
died July 15. Until his recent retire- 
ment, he served as president and 
chairman of the board of directors. 


Henry Eckhardt 

NEW YORK.—Henry Eckhardt, 
chairman of Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc., 
advertising agency, died here July 12 
after an operation. He had been chair- 
man of the American Assn. of Adver- 
tising Agencies and was a director of 
the Advertising Research Foundation. 
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“Your paper is our inspiration!’’ 
Says Fairbanks Motors, Baton Rouge, La. 
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Mechanics Get Break 


In New Draft Setup 

DETROIT. — Automobile me- 
chanics are considered essential 
to the war effort, under new 
Selective Service regulations 
issued last week. Therefore, 
they will be placed in the sec- 
ond half of each classification 
in order of induction into the 
armed forces. 

Lewis B. Hershey, Selective 
Service director, instructed local 
draft boards, in determining de- 


ferment of registrants for occu- 
pational reasons, to consider the 
34 “essential activities” listed by 
the War Manpower Commission. 


Among these 
hand services, 
automobile repair, 
ing, armature rewinding, 
repair, etc. 

Thus a mechanic, who is 
single with no dependents, will 
be in the second group in order 
of induction, instead of the first, 
as would be the case if he were 
employed in a non-essential job. 


Bus Shortage 
Spurs Akron’s 


Used Car Sales 


AKRON.—Sunshine hasn’t been 
too frequent in the lives of Akron 
district automobile dealers during 
these past many months, so the 
surprising increase in business they 
are now enjoying this month is 
more than welcome. 

Usually, after the Fourth of July, 
sale of used cars drops sharply 
from June levels but sales so far 
this month are approximately 53 
percent above the June figures. 
The cause is attributed to the re- 
cent announcements of the halting 
of bus manufacturing. 

Many workers are afraid that 
the local transportation system, 
which had been expecting delivery 
of many more buses, will never be 
able to meet the demand. So they 
are trading in their old cars 
and are buying later models cars 
which will assure them depend- 
able transportation. 


Advertising 


are repair and 
which include 
blacksmith- 
tool 


Returns 

Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. will re- 
turn to network radio after a six- 
year absence Sept. 28 when it will 
launch a series featuring Raymond 
Gram Swing, news analysts, on 
more than 140 stations of the 
Blue Network. 

Swing will be heard in a 15- 
minute broadcast four days a week 
at 10 p.m., EWT. J. Stirling Get- 
chell handles the Socony-Vacuum 


account. 
* * * 


Decline 

Advertising linage in newspapers 
of 52 cities, measured by Media 
Records, declined 9.9 percent in 
June, bringing the six months’ loss 
to 8.5 percent. The fact that there 
were only four Sundays last month 
as against five in the comparative 
1941 period, contributed to decline. 

For the six months’ period the 
losses were as follows: retail, 3.1 
percent; national, 3.8 percent; de- 
partment stores, 4.3 percent; total 
display, 7.4 percent; financial, 11.3 
percent; classified, 12.6 percent, 
and automotive, 63.9 percent. 

x 


Sponsors 
Agencies have been requested by 
the Advertising Council to seek 
sponsors for campaigns to promote 
the sale of idle automobile tires to 
the government and to push the 
idea of car sharing. The action was 

taken at the request of OPA. 
ODT, the War and Navy depart- 
ments and the RFC also will take 
part in the tire campaign, while 
the car sharing plan will be 
directed by ODT. 
* * 


Added 

Ward-Griffth Co, Inc. (con- 
solidation of Bryant, Griffith & 
Brunson, Inc. and Charles H. Eddy 
Co.) has been appointed national 
representative for the H. C. Ogden 
list, consisting of a chain of 11 
newspapers in West Virginia. 
Company has long repped the 
Charleston Mail. 

The Ogden papers were formerly 
handled by A. E. Clayden Co. 


* 
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N. Y. Fuel Dealer 
Fined $100 for 
‘Illegal’ Sales 


NEW YORK.—First prosecution 
of a filling station proprietor on a 
charge of selling gasoline illegally 
since OPA regulations became ef- 
fective, last week resulted in 
Joseph Brecher, 50-year-old part- 
owner of a station at 58-09 Rust st., 
Maspeth, Queens, being fined $100 
in the Long Island City Court. 

After a war plant worker had 
complained that he was unable to 
buy gasoline at the station but 
saw other motorists getting it 
from five-gallon tins, Inspector Jo- 
seph R. Mrowka investigated. He 
charged that on July 2 Brecher 
supplied a truck with gasoline from 
one of four five-gallon tins. Brech- 
er admitted the tins contained gas- 
oline at the time, but insisted it 
was part of a surplus just delivered. 

Assistant Corporation Counsel 
Edward Thompson, who _ told 
Magistrate Jenkin R. Hockert this 
was the first prosecution of its kind, 
also said the practice was preva- 
lent throughout the city and would 
be stopped by further prosecutions. 

In Brooklyn Felony court, a man 
charged with punching a filling 
station attendant who refused to 
sell him fuel for his milk truck, 
was held without bail on a charge 
of felonious assault. 


U. S. Rubber to Operate 


Arsenal in Ohio 

NEW YORK. — United States 
Rubber Co. has received a con- 
tract from the U. S. war depart- 
ment to operate a new manufac- 
turing plant in Ohio. This is the 
third arsenal which the govern- 
ment in the last year has requested 
the rubber company to operate. 

Earnest G. Brown, former pro- 
duction manager of the company’s 
mechanical goods, general products 
and rubber thread divisions, has 
been appointed general manager. 
In addition to the operating clause, 
the Ohio contract provides for the 
rubber company to furnish consul- 
tant service covering consultation 
with and advice to the architect- 
engineer and constructor regarding 
adequacy of design, engineering 
and construction; procuring pro- 
duction equipment and inspecting 
installation of such equipment; 
establishing, equipping and main- 
taining adequate guard and fire- 
fighting forces and_ training 
key personnel. 


Chicago Dealers Collect 


200 Tons of Rubber 

CHICAGO.—Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. reports that up to 
July 15, 248 reporting dealers 
turned in 234,892 pounds of salvage 
rubber, or an average of 947 
pounds per dealer. 

Based on these reports which 
show 117 plus tons thus far, well 
over 200 tons of rubber have been 
turned in by the new and used car 
dealers 
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Wages Rea 
Record Leve 


Motor Indusi ‘y 


DETROIT. — The au 
worker is earning more 
both in terms of dollars oil 
actual purchasing power, tl 
ever before in the _ history 
the industry. 


According to data prepart i 
the U. S. Bureau of Labor so | 
tistics, over-time work and hig 
payrates for skilled workers ha* 
advanced the average we 
check in the industry to $5 
a new high. ’ 


This dollar figure compares with 
$40.61 a year ago and with $30/~ 
three years ago. In terms of re 
earnings—actual purchasing pow . 
—the advance amounts to 40 per- 
cent over 1939 despite rising living 
costs. Wages have more than , 
kept pace with the uptrend in the - 
price of food, shelter, and clothing. | 

The B.LS. statistics are con- 
servative, inasmuch as the new 
war plants being operated by auto- 
motive companies are not included 
in the study. 


- 


Recharging Zooms 
TAMPA, Fla.—Rationing has _ cut 
down sharply on gasoline sales for 
garages and filling stations here, but 
e phase of their business is boom- 





° “ - on 
in Metropolitan Chicago. ing—battery recharging. 





32,300 Tons Due in °42 


(Continued from Page 1) 


processes which make butadiene, 
rubber raw material, from petroleum. 
xk * 


several 


Butadiene manufacture via the widely- 
Houdry Process publicized Houdry process will be 
assigned a place in the War Production 
In WPB Program Board’s program for making 800,000 
tons of synthetic rubber a year. 
development came to light last week after Senator 
Gillette of Iowa, chairman of a special Senate sub-commit- 
tee investigating synthetic rubber, charged WPB and the | 
Rubber Reserve Corp. with “retarding development” of 
synthetic processes and blamed the delay on “either inex- 
cusable carelessness and lack of action or a _ very 


To Get Place 


reprehensible purpose.” 


Meanwhile, in a followup of President Roosevelt’s 
declaration that if the war got worse he might have to 
take tires from private automobiles, Senator Reynolds of , 
North Carolina, chairman of the Senate Military Affairs | 
committee, introduced legislation giving Roosevelt sweep- 
ing authority to requisition trucks, automobiles, bicycles 
Reynolds said he submitted his 
car-seizure bill with Administration backing, declaring the 
measure was prepared by Director of Defense Transporta- 
tion Joseph B. Eastman. The measure authorizes a fund 
of five billion dollars for purchase of automotive and other 


and horses and buggies. 


equipment. 






synthetic 
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